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CAROB INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENTS
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” | The Carob industry has been undergoing a
g 1049 ‘ steady process of development over the last
T [ N twenty years that will be reported in this
o, il poster. There has been limited publicity
= s about this process, with most of the work
: undertaken by landholders and new industry
; 3 ‘ participants.
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. . . Harvesting a small tree in the orchard
The Carob (Ceratonia siliqua L.) tree is g
Australia’s first carob kibbler and seed

. . widely distributed across the southern, east-
separator imported from Spain by . .
Andrew Gebhardt of Burra S.A. ern and western parts of Australia - having
been introduced by seeds brought from the
traditional Mediterranean growing areas of
; ] Europe since the early 1900’s. Farmers have
noted the importance of these trees produc-
ing sugary pods which their livestock con-
sumed in mid - late summer. New develop-
ments in processing have resulted in the po-
tential use of carob pods being extended to
not only livestock but human food. In par-
ticular, there have been significant improve-
ments made in the processing of carob pow- Grafting nursery in Broken Hill
der and syrup, as well as the discovery of a
A tree shaker and pod collector in lesser know sugar called Pinatol with phar-
operation at Burra S.A. maceutical and sporting benefits.

The number of carob plantings has steadily
increased because of a range of new indus-
try developments which include the avail-
ability of grafted cultivars, technical infor-
mation and processers offering to purchase
raw pods for milling and on-selling to po-
tential new markets. In addition, there have
been significant inputs of support for the
Carob industry from growers, nurserymen
and individuals many of whom are involved
with Carobs Australia Inc.

New carob orchard being planted.

A crowd at a Geraldton WA, field day
being introduced carob growing The Carob industry’s current state of devel-

techniques. opment markedly contrasts with its position
in the early 1980s when cultivars from
Europe and America were introduced and

growers encouraged to commence trial ( )
plantings. Future growth options for this Carobs Australia Inc.

new crop W}ll be explored in light of the re- PO Box 929

sources available. Nedlands
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